1864]        A VESSEL BUILT FOR JAPAN         189

grown up between Japan and the European powers, and,
under the direction of Mr. Pruyn, our Minister, we have
joined in the fight, become involved in 'an English and
French war with Japan, although the Japanese have no
quarrel with us. Now comes an inquiry to me from per-
sons sent here by Weed, to know if the Navy Depart-
ment will not examine, approve, and take this vessel,
which has been built and been paid for. I am not pleased
with the management or proposed arrangement. This
whole proceeding on the American side had appeared to
me a fraud and swindle to enrich Weed & Co. It is wicked
to prostitute the government to such a private purpose,
and to impose upon the Japanese, who have trusted us.
I am opposed to having the Navy Department mixed up
in any manner with this scheme, and have let the Presid-
ent know what I think of it and Seward also. Weed does
not approach me on the subject. He has not been able to
use the Navy Department as he wishes, and, like John
P. Hale, is at enmity with me because I will not consent
to be used in swindling operations. New York party pol-
itics are always more or less personal. Party organizations
are considered convincing contrivances to be used by lead-
ing managers for their benefit.